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Early Childhood: Pinch

PREPARE:
As you read the case, make notes:

1.	 WHO are the primary participants in the case? Describe them.

2.	 WHAT is taking place?

3.	 WHERE is the case taking place? Is the environment a factor?

4.	 WHEN is the case taking place? Is the timing a factor?

Miss Rana (RAH-nah) is the head teacher at 
the local preschool for at-risk children. The 
preschool is state funded and typically includes 
children ages 3 to 5 from lower SES homes, 
from single-parent families, and/or with devel-
opmental delays. Arriving early one morning to 
prepare the art area for a sponge-painting 
activity, Miss Rana begins setting up space for 
pairs of children to share art materials.  
Miss Amber, the assistant teacher, arrives and 
provides the list of paired children she has prepared for the art project.

Miss Rana reads the list and says, “I’m glad to see you paired Reagan and Emily for art. Emily 
has been so reluctant to participate in art ever since that day when she spilled the paint all 
over Billy’s shoes.”

“Yes,” Miss Amber replies. “I thought it would be a good idea. Reagan loves art. I just hope 
she can keep her hands to herself today.”

Reagan, a 3-year-old, is one of the youngest children in the preschool. Unlike the parents of 
many of the students, Reagan’s parents are married and highly educated. Reagan qualified 
for the preschool due to a severe speech impairment. She was very hard to understand at the 
beginning of the school year, but her daily sessions with the school speech pathologist have 
resulted in markedly improved speech over the first three months of the school year. 
Although Reagan generally is a well-behaved child, during circle time she has a habit of pinch-
ing the children sitting next to her on the rug. Reagan does not attempt to conceal her misbe-
havior and readily admits to it if confronted by her teachers. Miss Rana and Miss Amber first 
tried ignoring the behavior, but that only resulted in a number of other children pinching their 
classmates. They have also tried telling her to stop pinching the other children and have even 
removed her from the rug area a few times, with no result. Recently, they decided to give 
Reagan a sticker at the end of the day contingent on no instances of pinching anyone. Stick-
ers typically are used as special rewards when a child does something that deserves recogni-
tion. Only once during the past three weeks has Reagan earned the sticker—every other day 
she has pinched at least one child. Yesterday afternoon, Miss Rana and Miss Amber dis-
cussed the issue again and decided to try yet another strategy. They hope to “catch” Reagan 
early in circle time, before she has a chance to pinch, praise her for keeping her hands to 
herself, and then every couple of minutes praise Reagan and the other children for keeping 
their hands to themselves.
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